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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 
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Disposition of Claims 

4) E3 Claim(s) 1-49 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 1-20 and 30-49 is/are rejected. 

7) ISI Claim(s) 21-29 is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 
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1. Claims 16, 18 and 46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claims 16, 18 and 46, the phrase ,? such as" renders the claim indefinite because 
it is unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. See 
MPEP§ 2173.05(d). 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1, 3-7, 12, 30, 32-36, 41 and 49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by ARDON et al. in U.S. Patent No. 5,105,420, hereinafter referred to as ARDON. 

Referring to claims 1, 3-7 and 12, by broadly interpreting the distributed switching units 
as the claimed switching models, ARDON discloses a method for controlling calls in a 
telecommunication system by: defining a first switching model in which call control signaling 
and media switching are effectively coupled; defining a second switching model in which call 
control signaling and media switching are effectively decoupled; and at the initiation of a call or 
during the progress of the call assigning one of said first and second switching models to said 
call (see col. 11, line 6 to col. 12, line 15, col. 13, line 51 to col. 14, line 20). 

Claim 49 is rejected for the same reasoning as in claim 1, except in apparatus claim 

format. 
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Referring to claims 30, 32-36 and 41, ARDON discloses a telecommunication system 
comprising: switching hardware (11-13, 20 and 25) having circuitry for operating under a first 
switching model (1 1) in which call control signaling and media switching are effectively 
coupled, and a second switching model (12) in which call control signaling and media switching 
are effectively de-coupled; and a processor (26) to assign one of said first and second switching 
models to said call at the initiation of a call or during the progress of the call (see col. 11, line 6 
to col. 12, line 15, col. 13, line 51 to col. 14, line 20, Figures 6 and 8). 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

6. Claims 2, 8-11, 13, 14, 31, 37-40, 42 and 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over ARDON in view of ANVEKAR et al. in Pub. No. US 2004/0088186 Al, 
hereinafter referred to as ANVEKAR. 
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Referring to claims 2, 8-1 1, 13 and 14, ARDON differs from the claims, in that, it does 
not disclose the feature of telecommunication system being a converged services platform (CSP), 
and the features of providing media server for allocating media resources, and establishing early 
media path for playing a recorded announcement, which are well known features in the art and 
commonly used in telecommunications field. 

ANVEKAR, for example, from the similar field of endeavor, teaches a specific 
converged services platform (CSP), for providing media server for allocating media resources, 
and establishing early media path for playing a recorded announcement (see paragraphs [0028] 
to [0029], [0037] to [0048]), which can be easily adopted by one of ordinary skill in the art into 
the method in ARDON to provide system with multimedia operation environment to further 
improve the system capability. 

Claims 31, 37-40, 42 and 43 are rejected for the same reasoning as in claims 2, 8-1 1, 13 
and 14, except in apparatus claim format. 

7. Claims 15-20, 44-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
ARDON in view of GAVISH et al. in Pub. No. US 2004/0047342 Al, hereinafter referred to as 
GAVISH. 

Referring to claims 15-20, 44-48, ARDON differs from the claims, in that, it does not 
disclose the feature of transitioning/augmenting between 2-way voice path and 2-way data path, 
and the feature of telecommunication system being an interactive voice response (IVR) system 
providing a prepaid calling service, which are also well known features in the art and commonly 
used in telecommunications field. 
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GAVISH, for example, from the similar field of endeavor, teaches a specific interactive 
voice response (IVR) system providing a prepaid calling service, and transitioning/augmenting 
between 2-way voice path and 2-way data path (see paragraphs [0026], [0070], [0075] to [0080], 
and [0086]), which can be easily adopted by one of ordinary skill in the art into the method in 
ARDON to provide system with multimedia/audio conferencing environment to further improve 
the system capability. 

Claims 44-48 are rejected for the same reasoning as in claims 15-20, except in apparatus 
claim format. 

8. Claims 21-29 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Ardon '746 & '434 are cited to show the feature of telecommunications network, 
providing a switch controller for switching among a plurality of switching models similar to the 
claimed invention. 

Albers et al. '887 & '633, and Khan et al. are cited to show telecommunication system 
being a converged service platform (CSP) and/or interactive voice response (IVR) system similar 
to the claimed invention. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alpus H. Hsu whose telephone number is (571)272-3146. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (5:30-3:00) First Friday Off. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wellington Chin can be reached on (571)272-3134. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Alpus H. Hsu 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2616 



